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Of Men and Mountains. By William 0. Douglas. Pp. xiv, 338. Gollancz, 
London. 1951. 18s. 

STATISTICS of the Alpine Club memQership· indicate that the legal pro
fession is attracted to mountaineering. As a further example, the 
author of this book, William 0. Douglas, is an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and its pages ' contain what I, 
as a boy, saw, felt, smelled, tasted, and heard in the mountains of the 

• 4 

Pacific Northwest.' Here, however, one will find no epic. of victory 
above the snowline ; rather, it offers the writer's . memories of life 
among the hills : Indian legend, fishing, flowers, camping and friend
ship.' It is the author's revelation of how he conquered in himself such 
things as the fear of water and the effects of infantile paralysis. In 
final chapters there is more about climbing : Mt. A dams in 1945 ; 
and, in 1948, a return to l{loochman Rock, on which he nearly lost his 
life~in 1913. 'One cannot reach the desolate crags that look down on 

.eternal glaciers without deep and strange spiritual experience.' The 
book has an engaging style and is \Vritten with considerable charm. 

J. MONROE THORINGTON. 

Beyond the Southern Lakes. The Explorations of W. G. Grave. Edited by 
Anita Crozier. Pp. 124. A. H. and A. W. Reed, Wellington. 1950. 
12S. 6d. · . 

Farthest West. By A. H. Reed and A. W. Reed. Pp. 192. A. H. and A. W. 
Reed, Wellington. 1950. 12s. 6d. 

THESE two books deal with the exploration of Fiordland in Western 
Otago, New Zealand, a country of marvellous beauty, yet cursed with a 
wetter climate, a denser bush and a worse plague of sandflies and mos.
quitoes than any other spot in the temperate zones of the earth. 

Beyond the Southern Lakes- is the story of W. G. Grave, put together 
seventeen years after his death by his daugl).ter from his diaries, lecture
notes and newspaper articles. It tells how he and his chosen com
panions, undeterred by rain, bush, insects and swags of colossal weight, 
returned year after year to unravel the secrets of the land. When he 
started in 1897, only one route, the famous lVIilford track, had been 
cleared for the use of tourists. His activities up to the· outbreak of the 
first war added vastly to the knowledge of the district, and culminated 
in the discovery of the Grave-Talbot pass leading from Lake Wakatipu 
to Milford Sound, now made into a highroad for motor traffic by the 

., construction of a tunnel under Hom·er Saddle. All this was accom
plished by an indomitable spirit, with primitive equipment and a 
technique ·acquired largely by trial and error, involving on occasions 
appalling risks. To give one instance : he and Talbot started roping 
down a precipice : com·mitted irrevocably to the descent, they could 
only continue by tying pieces of string round clumps of snow-grass 
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and passing the rope through ; when string gave out they used boot
laces. ' There was not much danger of the snow-grass giving way,' he 
observes, ' the chief risk was that the string might slip off the grass.' 
His delight was in virgin passes, but he did not despise peaks. He \Vas 
one of the first to attack, as early as I897, the formidable Tutoko, which 
defied all corners till I924, and he had the satisfaction in late middle age 
of assisting a youthful party inspired by himself to make the first 
ascent of the next most important peak of the district, Christina, in 
I 92 5 .. The book is welcome as a permanent record of the achievements 
of a great explorer and leader of men. 

Farthest West is the narrative of a recent crossing, the first for many 
years, from Lake Manapouri to Dusky Sound by a septuagenarian uncle 
and a nephew in the prime of life. The nature of the country is the 
same as that in which Grave revelled : rain, swamps, bush, bluffs and 
swarms of insects present impediments that would daunt all but the lion
hearted. The distance direct is only 20 miles, but to cover them re
quired eight days of exhausting toil, complicated for the uncle by sore 
and swollen feet. One thing that helped them along was a simple 
recipe (' Thoroughly mix equal parts of butter, oatmeal and sugar ') 
imparted to them at the last moment by Leslie Murrell of Manapouri : 
they found it vvonderfully sustaining. The second part of the book is 
the story of their return by sea to Milford Sound in the pleasure 
steamer Alert. A series of interesting appendices on the previous 
history of the pass includes the unpublished journal of E. H. Wilmot, 
who made the first complete crossing of it on an official survey in I 897. 

What strikes the reader of these books on every page is the super
human endurance and even temper of the participants in these struggles 
with virgin bush, seldom relieved by contact with the fresher atmo
sphere of rock, snow and ice. But there is no shadow of doubt that 
they obtained the prize they were seeking, pleasure in a goal attained. 
The old uncle sums it all up in a few words : ' It was an enchanted 
land and we were the.re alone.' . 

The books are pleasant to handle, the print find illustrations are 
both excellent and there are no misprints; but in.a future edition of the 
first book the last word of the quotation from Horace on p. I22 should 
be corrected to ' perennius.' · 

H. E. L. PORTER. 

L'Amateur D'Abimes. By Samivel. Pp. 249. Stock, Paris. I9SI·. 480 
francs. 

A FOURTH edition of the book first published in I 940. A feature of 
this new edition in the series Les Livres de Nature is the photographs 
by Georges Tairraz of Chamonix on which Samivel has drawn figures. 
of climbers, choughs and a delightful cow to illustrate a ' moniagne 
d vaches.' The effect of altitude on climbers of the Chamonix Aiguilles· 
in contrast to that observed on Everest is happily. illustrated by the 
combined effort of Tairraz and Samivel in the picture ' tourne a 
l'Ange.' . 
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The text is based on Samivel's early reminiscences and, needless to 
say, is full of humour and good mountaineering philosophy. Among 
the subjects selected to show us the party of Alairt, Bob and Jacques 
(the narrator) at work are : a _penssion (sic) de famille at Chamonix, the 
Clochers de Planpraz, the Couvercle and its gardien, the difference 
between expeditions carried out with anticipation of disaster and with
out it, the danger of letting a' lVI. du Tilleul 'join the party, the results 
of vulgarisation on the Aiguille Tour and its absence on N ant Bourrant, 
the success and failure of demons to entrap the party. Pitons, clasp
springs, etc., have no place in these reminiscences and Samivel finds 
no advantage at all in attaching to a peak a particular number of metres, 
feet or cubits of either sort. The descriptions, particularly that of 
shifting .scenes of snow and mist on a traverse of the Dome de l\1iage 
are very good., and among. the many flowers of language the author 
chooses from his rich vocabulary most English readers will make some 
new discoveries. · 

Contes A Pie. By Samivel. Pp. 284. Collection Sempervivun1. Arthaud, 
Grenoble. 1951. 

• 

' TALL STORIES ' is the translation of the title that suggests itself, fot I 
cannot vouch for the trustworthiness of the choughs, marmots and more 
or less human characters who report many of the facts. The tales 
progress from the purely fanciful, the adventures of a stone through 
the ages to its final displacement by a modern cragsman, to the semi
historical and to the last and much the longest, a picture of a Himalayan 
expedition in 195 . The goal of this expedition is the Home of the 
Gods, situated on the summit of H.G. XVII, whose exact height is 
not stated., but which, in the concluding portions of the narrative works 
out at 8,120 m., i'.e. within a metre that of Dhaulagiri. The account is 
dedicated to Maurice Herzog. 

It is interesting to contrast this im1ginative French picture of a Hima
layan expedition with :British descriptions of similar adventures. It is 
hard to imagine a mechanic at the aerodrome from which the material for 
a Tilman or Shipton expedition was being flown coming to clasp the 
leadet's hand and say : ' Thank you for going th.ere for us.' ·The 
explanation of that pour nous given by Samivel should be good reading 
for promoters of big Everest expeditions. A Belgian, much given to 
quoting poetry and a Swiss, a famous iceman, add an international 
element to the adventure ; neither comes out of the ordeal of high alti
tudes. very well. Nor does le magn~fique Michel, dont les filles etaient. 
folies. The only referel).ce I can find to these last words as a qualifica~
tion for high climbing is Tilman's description of the view taken by the 
' chang ' girls at Shekar Dzong of various members of his party ; not 
flattering, ·except possibly in the case of Odelllikened to a god; but we 
are not told what sort of god. Michel, the Benjamin of the party,. was 
a great explorer on rock, like the youngest member of our latest Everest 
expedition, but 1 doubt if his friends have found a name for the latter 
to compare Vlith l'ange du VJc! rfhe anxieties, the antagonistns, the 
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breaking point of endurance and the heroics of a clin1b to 8,ooo n1. 
are vividly told and the sequel to a continuous six days·' storm as the 
leader nears the sutnmit is left to the reader's imagination. 

Of the early tales La _premiere rnarntotte is extremely pleasant read
ing. We approach historical tnountaineering in the Crystallier de 
Chan1ouni, and it is history, however fancifully described, that is given 
us in Le passage du G1,.and St. Bernard and the Matterhorn ascent in 
I 86 5, the chough which surveys the latter being evidently fatniliar with 
Whytnper's own account. All the_ tales begin with an introduction 
in verse. The illustrations are pure Samivel. 

Au Cmur D es Alpes. By Jean Vernet. Pp. 210. Collection Sempervivum. 
Arthaud, Grenoble. 195 I.· 

FoR Jean Vernet the heart of the Alps is in the Dauphine massif. lVIost 
of the climbs described were made on the ridges and precipices above 
the Glacier Noir, the Pelvoux, the Pie sans Non1, the Ailefroide and 
the Ecrins. The author's favourite base is the Refuge Cezanne on the 
Pre de Mme. Carle; he appreciates it not only as a starting point for 
difficult climbs but as a·place for 'des heu1"es de pure contemplation devant 
l'eloque1.zce ntuette de la Nature,' for playing with the weasel that haunted 
the refuge, for observing' les chemins secrets de la Nature' in the shape of 
floods and avalanches of various kinds . 

West of the refuge Cezanne is the great wall of the Pelvoux with . 
its two hanging glaciers (de la _Momie and des Violettes), the ridge 
between which provides a fine new route. Another great climb was 
the Caste Rouge arete of the Ailefroide made with his brother Georges., 
J. Lagarde .and H. de Segogne ; a bivouac at the top of the Pie Central 
was followed by another strenuous_ day before they got do,;vn to the 
valley' les eston1acs affames et les 1nentbres ro1rzpus.' Other difficult ascents 
are new routes on the Pie sans Nom, especially the ridge rising from 
the Breche du Coup de Sabre. 'fhis last was made with Allain and 
I~eininger and, needless to say, with le 1nateriel classique de pi tonnage 0 • 

'fhere is a chapter on the Meije with a fairly detailed account of the 
ascent by the \vest ridge and another on the Ecrins climbed by the 
Gussfeldt route (north-east ridge). The party had a wonderful 
escape from an avalanche due to the collapse of a huge cornice above 
the south-east face 0 They n1anaged to hold on to the rocks and pre
vent themselves being torn off by the wind before the dense cloud of 
snow passed over their heads. Naturally this last_ is not the only 
exciting incident in the reminiscences of such an adventurous climber 
as Vernet. · 

l t is pleasant to read his appreciation of an aututnn visit to the Refuge 
du Sele : ' I-Iovv nice to be here after a long car drive and a tiring walk 
up, to hear the cooker purring on the table, and with the delicious 
prospect of snuggling under heaps of rugs till dawn ! ' . 

The photographs are by Georges Vernet ; they show the peaks well 
from various angles. The picture opposite p. 49, showing the leader 
cutting holes in ice with the marteau-piolet, gives a good idea of che 
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sort of country the author finds most to his taste. The sketch maps of 
the various routes and bivouacs are very clear and should be a great 
help to anyone climbing in the district. 

1{. L. G. IRVING. 

Hochgebirgsfiihrer du1·ch die Berner Alpen. Vol. I, 3rd edition. Diablerets bis 
Ge1nmi. Pub]ished by S. A. C., Section Berne. Pp. 212 + 46 outline 
sketches. Berne: A. Francke, A.G. Price 8 fs. So cents. 

"fHIS guide requires little comment. It is enough to say that it is up 
to the usual high standard we look for in the publications of the S.A.C. 

Herr Oberli has contributed 46 excellent sketches on which the routes 
are clearly marked, and there are, in addition to the usual information, a 
list of the Alpine Rescue Stations in the area and extracts from the 
l{e.gulations for Guides and Porters of Canton Berne. 

Many, besides the reviewer, will regret the lack of historical detail ; 
although the district does not include any of the major summits of the 
.LL\.lps, information about the fir~t ascents of, for example, the Diablerets, 
Wildhorn and Wildstruhel, would have been 'velcome." 

Skiers will appreciate the notes and advice given for their special 
benefit about many of the routes. 

Guide V allot, La Chaine du Mont Blanc. Vol. II, 2nd edition. Aiguilles de 
Chamonix-.Grandes Jorasses. By Lucien De.vies. Pp. 441 +So outline 
sketches. B. Arthaud, Paris. Price 750 fs. 

THE latest V allot guide is admirable, not only as a climber's guide but 
also as a summary of the history of rock climbing during the last thirty 
years. The first edition was exhausted in three years ; this second 
edition has been completely revised and brought up to date, many of 
the itineraries have been re-written and new sketches have been added, 
bringing the total to 8o. 

In spite of the comparatively stnall area covered, no less than 557 routes 
are described. For most of these, there are particulars of the early 
ascents, and it is interesting to study the progressive raising of the 
standard of difficulty. The East an~te of the Aiguille du Plan, climbed 
for the second time in 1927, and described by the late F. S. Smythe as 
his most difficult rock climb, has now been ascended on more than fifty 

• occas1ons. 
Monsieur Devies and his colleagues of the G .H .M. have accomplished 

a great task, anq have earned the thanks and congratulations not 
only of all mountaineers but of all who are interested in the history and 
development of climbing. 

Da Rijugio a Rifugio, Alpi Pennine. Edited by Silvio Saglio. Pp. 448, sketches. 
photographs, and maps. Touring Club Italiano and Club Alpino ltaliano, 
Milan. 

IN igzg, the T .C.I. and C.A.I. comrnenced the publication of a series 
of guide books entitled Da Rifugio a Rifugio with the in.tention of 
covering the '''hole chain of the Alps in t\velve volumes ; the one under 
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review is the fourth to be published and covers the area from the Col 
f'erret to the Simplon Pass. 

The books are intended, not so much for the climber, as for the 
mountain walker, and the arrangement is different from that of the 
usual guide book. 

There are, it seems, I 13 refuges, huts, mountain inns and chalets, 
suitable as bases for expeditions between the Col Ferret and the Simplon 
and each of these is dealt with separately under four headings I. Par
ticulars of the hut: size, situation, etc. 2. Means of access from the 
valley. 3· Routes to other huts. 4· Ascents of moderate difficulty. 

'fhe book is illustrated by a sketch of every hut, and forty photographs 
of the more important peaks in the area. 

There is considerable duplication as the routes across . the various 
passes are described in both directions ; at first sight, this m3;y seem 
unnecessary, but in a guide book of this type, it is probably a very wise 
precaution from the point of vievv of those whb will be using it. 

D. F. 0. DANGAR. 

Mountaineering Memories of the Past. By c;. P. Baker. (Privately printed, 
195!.) 

WE are indebted to the senior member of the Club for this delightful 
little book of reminiscences. The 1ittle \Vord pictures he gives are 
charming and bring before us in a most vivid manner incidents in his 
long life of successful rr1ountaineering, and travel in various places in 
search ·of flowers and plants. 

1\'lr. Baker has a fine record as a mountaineer, his best-known climb 
being the first ascent of the Dent Blanche ridge, now generally kno\vn 
as the Viereselgrat from the remark of one of the four men \vho made 
up the party : l\1essrs. Baker; Stafford Anderson, Ulrich Almer ·and 
Alois Pollinger. One has only to read his account in the Alpine Journal 
to appreciate what a fine .feat the climb must have been ; the \vriter 
having done it himself in very bad conditions· can appreciate the efforts 
of Mr. Baker and his party. 

I-Iis account of Mount Ararat is interesting but one is inclined to ask 
why they were not roped. However, as it ahvays se.ems to be climbed 
singly one can only conclude that it is very easy and it \vas merely want 
of care that led to the accident. 

Mr. Baker is to be congratulated on having had such a delightful and 
adventurous life, and can look back in his old age with satisfaction to 
the successes of his youth. 

Ijong may he retnain \Vith us. 
R. ,.,T. LLOYD. 

Jesuits Go East. By Felix Alfred Plattner. Pp. 283. Clonmore & Reynolds, 
Ltd., Dublin. 1950. 16s. 

IN the early exploration of Central Asia and Tibet Jesuit missionaries 
played a distinguished part, and detailed records of their remarkable 
JOUrneys \vill always be -vvelcome. In this book, translated from the 
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German by Lord Sudley and Mr. Oscar Blobel, the land travels of the 
Jesuits wh<? set out for the Far East are only part of the story, but they 
occupy the longest chapter of the volume No. Ill, ' The Overland 
Route to the Far East.' 

The A.J. is not concerned with the sea voyages, remarkable .as they 
were, though indirectly these served the purpose of Asiatic exploration, 
as the discomforts _and dangers of the sea passages were such that the 
missionaries were glad to seek an overland alternative. It is necessary 
to remember that they, and Rome like them, were exceedingly ignorant 
of the geography of Asia, and not only confused the Himalayas with the 
Caucasus, but believed Samarkand was close to Suchow, and that 
China and Europe were not unduly far apart. St. Francis Xavier, in 
I 5 52, optimistically writes of making a pilgrimage to Jerusalem from 
China, and a year earlier Fr. Barzaus writes that China ' is certainly 
Germany's neighbour.' _ 

But somewhere in between lay Marco Polo's fabulous Cathay, which 
the Jesuits considered was distinct from China. And in Cathay were 
believed to be Christians. Almost incredible journeys were made to 
locate these last; Fr. Ricci instituted searches from Peking .; Brother 
Bento de Goes., in 1602, set out from Agra to look for Cathay via 
Peshawar, Kabul, the Wakhan, Yarkand, Hami, and so to Suchow, 
where he died in 1607. Fr. Andrade aimed for Cathay via Badrinath, 
the Mana Pass, and Gartok; Desideri's famous journey took him to 
Srinagar, Leh, Manasarowar Lake, the Brahmaputra valley, Shigatse, 
and so to Lhasa, where he remained five years, returning to India by 
way of Khatmandu after .an absence of eight years (1714-22). The 
latter part of his journey, however, was not entirely new, since Fr. 
Grueber (1661) had made a remarkably fast journey from Peking to 
Khatmandu via Sianfu, Lanchovv and Lhasa. These are· but a selection 
of the splendid journeys made in those severe lands by the indefatigable 
missionaries. No one will deny the greatness of their achievement. 

Father Plattner's volume, hovvever, is not altogether satisfactory. 
The stories of these journeys are not very novel ; they have been told 
before, and what is wanted to-day is more unpublished material, if it 
is to be found. No references are given in this book, and there is no 
index. Moreover, as is too common with Continental writers (as 
Kanchenjunga is a witness), the spelling of place-names suffers sadly ; 
Shigatse is sometimes spelt Schigatse (pp. 154~5) ; .Zoji-La is poorly 
represented by Sodshi-La (p. 16o); Sadletsh (p. 162, but Sadletsch on 
p. 153) is not a good alternative to the long-·established Sutlej ; while a 
reference (p. 151) to Gang-men near the Mana Pass momentarily ~aised 
hopes of an early mention of our old friend, the Abominable Snowman, 
until the identification \vith Kamet wa& established .. 

But it is churlish to carp in the face of the services to exploration that 
the Jesuit Fathers performed ; Aurel Stein, Sven Hedin and others 
had worthy predecessors: and the presence of a Jesuit from Kurseong, 
in the Houston-Tilman party that visited the southern flank of Everest 
in 1950, shows that the breed is not extinct. Indeed., the praise 
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bestowed by the Abbe de Choisy (p. zr8) on a party of Jesuits vvho were 
despatched by Louis XIV with the designation of ' Mathematicians 
Royal,' to the Court of Siam, might still find application to-day. 
' Our Jesuits,' he says, ' are the best men in the world. All six of them 
are intelligent. Some of them are quick. . . . They never speak 
v1ithout saying something good, and one can always learn from them. 
. . . They spend their lives drawing lines and working out mathematical 
problems.' Despite the proximity of the Alpine Club to Farm Street, 
we are not entitled to depict the activities of our neighbours ; but we 
cannot doubt that they are intelligent, and quick, though we suspect 
they spend little time drawing lines, and fear that the mathernatical 
problems they work out are too often concerned with that trying matter, 
the difference between an Income and an Expenditure account. 

T. s. BLAKENEY. 

The Dolonzites. By C. Douglas Milner. Pp. I o 5. 1 5o photographs by the 
author and 7 map-diagrams. Robert Hale Ltd. 1951. 25s. 

EvERY lover of good mountain photographs will \vish to possess this 
book. Mr. l\1ilner is \vell known for his mountain photography and has 
written what is probably the standard modern work on this subject. 
The pictures in the present volume, with a few exceptions, are well up 
to his high standard. 

The letterpress will be of the greatest interest to mountain walkers, 
as there are many suggestions for lovely walks. How much many of us 
climbers miss in our short holidays by climbing on every available day ! 
Few will undertake even a moderate walk on rest-days and yet this is 
possible, espe~ially if one is young. Perhaps the expense of guides may 
novv lead to more vvalking days and then more will learn the fascination 
of these Alpine walks. 

The first 30 pages are mainly historical, but with descriptions of the 
approaches to the various districts. To one who knew them forty years 
ago the comparison of modern Cortina with present-day Chamonix is 
very apt. Perhaps Zermatt is not quite so spoilt, as there is no motor 
traffic up the upper part of the valley. 

The sections on walking tours and on mountain walks are particularly 
good. Way-marks receive a little mild criticism, but on the whole the 
author favours them, on account of novices. No doubt they are (or 
were) overdone in the Dolomites, but they saved the revie\ver and a 
companion from sleeping out, when skiing in the winter in a wild 
desolate region of Austria and, owing to a broken ski, being overta_ken 
by night. Two of the party failed -to follow the marks and slept out. 

The wealth of flowers, which is such a feature of the Dolomites is 
justly emphasised. The afternoon thunderstorm is perhaps a little 
more frequent in the summer than is suggested in the text and walkers 
should be prepared to anticipate this. An early start, such as is more 
usual with the alpinist than the English walker, might often avert 
trouble. The rapidly changing views, even in a. short walk, are rightly 
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noted and are, of course, due to the mountains being smaller And often 
steeper than the bigger peaks of .the Pennine Alps. , 

The author would do well to stick either to the Italian plural or the 
English. : in places he talks about the Tofane and in others the Tofanas. 
On the subject of names, he sometimes uses the German name and at 
others the Italian, but luckily more often both. There is a glossary of 
the principal _J\.ustrian names, with their Italian equivalents, but this 
sho4ld be much more comprehensive, for, though both names of ~any 
other places are given in the index, they are not brought together. So, 
if one looks up an Italian riame, there is often no means of finding out 
its Austrian equivalent if one has an Austrian map and vice versa. An 
index to the outline maps would also avoid a long search for a name on 
the wrong map, when the right one is only a fe\V pages away. 

Many beautiful walks in the various districts are described ; viz. 
the Val Gardena, the Val di Fassa, the Cortina district, the Sexten 
Dolomites, Primiero and San Martino di Castrozza and the Brenta 
group, so that the ground covered is extensive. From what the 
reviewer knows of the region the walks described must be wonderful. 

On p. 6o we read : 'The colours inspire the artist, but defeat the 
photographer.' But do they ? It is true that one cannot reproduce 
a colour-photograph satisfactorily, except by an exceedingly difficult 
process, but modern colour-photography for projection is now so good, 
if the exposure is correct, that much· delight can be obtained from it. 

Climbers are not so well served as \Valkers in the text . . This relatively 
brief section is mainly devoted to the history of climbing in this district, 
some notes on the early guides and a few pages on rock climbing by old 
and modern techniques. There is a chapter on Dolomite Climbing 
Technique. This is good and the following quotation from it is most 
apt and could hardly have been bettered : ' 1'he rock, however, is simply 
made to be climbed. Unlike even the British hills, which are of tough 
volcanic rock, alone capable of surviving the ice-cap that once lay over 
them, the Dolomites have never been gl~ciated, a:11d the rock is never 
smoothed to the extent that is seen elsewhere. Thus there is usually 
no lack of hand-and-foot hold (or at least finger-and-toe hold), but the 
distinctive feature of all dolomite for the climber is the uncompromising 
exposure. Sheer verticality, often spoken of, is rarely encountered in 
the granite peaks, whilst in the Dolomites it is the type. There is no 
margin of safety for clumsy or careless climbers balance and neatness 
are absolutely essential. Firm nerves are indispensable in the leader, 
and are also an advantage and comfort in and to those \vho follow.' 

He might perhaps have said that the length of the climbs permits of 
no comparison with English climbs. English methods of belaying 
meticulously every pitch are rarely adopted, except in. climbs of great 
and continuous difficulty. One would have liked to see some hints as 
to the most pleasurable and satisfying climbs in each district as he gives 
with the walks. For instance, he might have mentioned the very 
satisfying climb on the North-West ridge of the Cimone della Pala, 
the difficult routes on the faces of the Col Rosa and the Punta Fiammes 
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and the sensational severity of the Campanile di Col Rosa follo\ved by 
the great delicacy of the top pitch. In fact the Col Rosa (a mountain) 
is not even mentioned, though it is a very striking feature, if one walks 
to Carbonin (Schluderbach) from Cortina along the main road. He 
does, however, allude to the great South wall of the Marmolata, pro
bably the finest standard rock climb in the Alps, and gives some fine 
illustrations of it. · · 

As the practice of sending round one's nailed boots by a port~r to 
the summit by an easy route is not mentioned, the reviewer wonders 
if this, which was general before the late ·war, has been abandoned 
and whether as the result of vibrams or lack of cash. Kletterschuhe 
are not really comforta~le· on rough scree and would wear out too 
quickly. 

And now as to the photographs. Only those who know the Dolomites 
and can therefore read the colour into the pictures 'vill appreciate the 
full be~uty of these. Many of them are beautiful studies in black and 
white, in fact most of them, and some are absolutely masterly. The 
author must, however, permit a certain amount of criticism of some 
of them. The illustrations are without upper and side margins, except 
a thin sp~ce between the photographs, when there are more than one 
on a page. The pages are rather wide and, in many instances, there are 
two pictures, one above the other. This results in these being about 
7! X 4i inches, which is often an unhappy size for any but panoramic 
views. One often feels that something could be taken off one or both 
sides and a little more sky left above. There are exceptions : I 
wouldn~t like to lose any of Plate 72, for example. The general pro.:. 
portions used in most photography are round about 4 X 3 and this 
causes plate, film and cam~ra manufacturers to approximate to these. 
Couldn't margins be permitted occasionally? Our own journal has 
gone back to them. In Plate 40, which is meant to show the headgear 
of two peasants, much of the woman's hat and almost all the man's are 
cut off. As there is a very wide margin below, it looks· as if the picture 
were being pushed off the page. A few of the illustrations are merely 
commonplace ; for instance Plates 28 and 31 might well be omitted. 
There are also a few others that might be dispensed with. It is im
possible that the author can ever have seen the Dolomites in late 
summer, with new snow on them, for, though it renders most climbing 
impossible, it so enhances their beauty, that this would have impelled 
such an artist to photograph them especially if the s·un \Vere on- them. 
Even winter views do not come up to these conditions, though those 
on p. 103 of Mr. Mjlner's book on ' ··Mountain Photography' give an · 
idea of their beauty at such times. If, as the reviewer hopes, the book 
receives a second edition, the view of the Latema.r should be replaced 
by one sh·owing the lake, for the lovely blue-green of this and the pink 
rocks make a lasting impression on anyone who has seen it. But thes.e 
criti.eisms must not be a11owed to detract from the intrinsic beauty and 
value ofthe work. 

N. s. FINZI. . 
• 
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L'. Alpe Enchant/e. By Micheline Morin. Pp. 139· Illustrations. Librairie 
D.elagra ve . 

. 

THIS is the third of a series of very attractive children's books, with an 
expert High Alpine background, from an authoress who is one of the · 
foremost French guideless \Vomen climbers. 

Her topographical description both of the region concerned, as well 
as of typical Alpine animals such as chamois, bouquetins and marmots 
is excellent. 

s. DE V. MERRIMAN. 

Walking in the Alps~ By J. Hubert Walker. Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh. 
1 9 5 1 • 2 ss. net. 

THIS is a description of a series of girdle traverses (the author calls it -
' engirdling ') of eight different districts in the Alps at one level for 
walkers and at a higher level for climbers. ~t various points there are in
cursions into the interior of the girdle. There are twelve simplified sketch 
maps, but these do not always completely cover the routes described. 
Let me quote the author's object, a most commendable one. ' ... al
though this is in a sense a guide book it is not in any sense a complete 
guide. Anyone who knows the Alps at all will realise that in a moment ; 
and anyone who knows the Alps well could have written as much 
without touching my routes. This series of outlines of travel is entirely 
selective and individual. It is based ·upon certain principles which 
guide me in my own taste for mountain journeys the best route from 
the scenic or aesthetic point of view ; the least frequented as far as 
possible·, and, if a compromise is necessary because of the popular 
appeal of a beautiful place, then the least popular approach ; the shun
ning of big busy centres ; choosing little inns rather than big hotels ; 
the avoidance of those great and famous peaks which it is '' the thing to 
do " by so m(;lny that the traffic up them becomes intolerable ; and so 
on' (p. 59)· 

This gives a good idea of his style and punctuation. There are many 
quotations from great Alpine writers such as Tuckett, Freshfield, 
Schuster and Irving. The style of such men needs a lot of living up to. 

In the earlier sections, the walker's routes. and the climber's are inter
mingled, but later the better method of separating them is adopted. In 
fact the last sections are better than the earlier ones ; there is not so 
much· redundancy and repetition and the personal touch even comes 
into it occasionally. Also the routes are marked with dotted lines on the 
maps and, as niany names are omitted from all the maps, it ~akes it 
easier to follow the routes. In only one of the first ten maps and the last 
two are they thus marked. Much more detail of the walks would be 
an advantage, especially how to find the start _. of the walk and how 
not to lose the track when it disappears at an alp. There isn't always 
someone there from whom to ask the way and if there is someone some 
readers may not understand the language. Perhaps more accurate 
directions might have been substituted for the laudatory remarks which 
occur in nearly every walk. Occasionally the walker, not the climber, is 

.. 
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advised to tackle a glacier 'because there is a well-marked track on the 
glacier.' Is this safe ? The weather might change and the tracks be
come covered 'vith snow. For instance, I have crossed the Hochjoch 
and been·over my knees in new snow : it was misty, but I had a guide. 

The book is useful to indicate the best walks and climbs in the districts 
described, especially if the walker or climber is not a ' centrist.' As 
indicated in the quotation above, many of these regions are not so wel~ 
known to mountaineers as they should be. As the volume weighs just 
under two pounds, there will not be so many who will wish to carry 
it in their rucksacks and it is hardly feasible to cut bits out of the 'book 
for the various districts. Also it is not a chatty guide, such as one likes 
to read and reminisce over. It would be enlivened by more personal 
touches. The long topographical descriptions at the beginning of each 
district will interest some., but may bore others. , 

The work is beautifully got up and many of the~ thirty-three photo
graphs are very fine and are very well reproduced. 

N. S. FINZI. 

' 
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